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Second Term Test Review 
Vocabulary 



Acculturation 


adopting the ways of a culture that isn't yours. 


Adventitious 


associated by chance 


Ascribe 


to give credit to, 


Assuage 


to make go away 


Autonomy 


personal independence 


Castigate 


inflict severe punishment on 


Caveat 


a warning 


Decadence 


state of being degenerate in mental or moral 
qualities (a low or downcast state) 


Desecrate 


violate the sacred character of a place or language 


Drivel 


useless, boring information 


Disabuse 


free someone of a belief that is not true 


Erudite 


smart 


Extricate 


release from entanglement of difficulty 


Intrinsic 


belonging to a thing by its very nature 


Jaded 


dull, exhausted 


Occult 


supernatural forces and events 


Proclivity 


natural tendency to like something 


Provincial 


someone from a small province (country folk) 


Propensity 


natural tendency to behave in a certain way 


Simulate 


copy someone's behavior or looks 


Stalwart 


to be loyal, dependable; having rugged physical 
strength 


Tenuous 


very thin; lacking significance 



Logic Notes: 

The Syllogism: a three part argument in which the conclusion rests on two premises, the first of 
which is the major premise, because it is the main assumption on which the argument rests. 

• Major Premise: All people have hearts. (If you are a person, then you have a heart) 

• Minor Premise: John is a person 

• Conclusion: Therefore, John has a heart 

If both premises are true, then the conclusion should also be true 

Ex. "I'd better close the windows, because the sky is getting darker at noon" 

Major Premise: Dark sky at noon indicated rain 
Minor Premise: The sky is getting dark at noon 
Conclusion: It is going to rain 

Logical Reasoning: 

• Inductive Reasoning: draw conclusions based on evidence. See the evidence first. Then 
arrive at conclusion. Common in scientific research. Ex: Evidence accumulates over years 
that links cigarette smoking to cancer. 

• Deductive Reasoning: beings with basic truth or belief and proceeds from there. Ex: If we 
accept the idea that all people are created equal and have an inherent right to "Life, Liberty, 
and the Pursuit of Happiness" then certain conclusions follow. 

This main assumption is called the major premise 

It is the truth, right or belief from which a writer deduces an argument 

Toulmin Method: 

• Claim: represents the conclusion that the arguer is advocating. The position on the issue. 

• Data: reasons - evidence or information a writer or speaker offers to support the claim 

• Warrant: general statement that establishes a trustworthy relationship between the data and 
the claim 

• Backing: support material that supports the warrant in the argument. Helps audiences 

examples, and testimony 

• Qualifiers: represent the verbalization of the relative strength of an argument. For example: 
People will probably enjoy the film. With 90% certainty, air pollution causes lung cancer in the 
United States 

• Reservation: An exception to the claim presented by the arguer. The arguments are not 
universally true 

Ex: When purchasing a vehicle . Because the 

Ford Mustang is a highly economical car, as evidenced by 

, this is a good car to purchase for almost anyone... unless they want room in the back 

seat! 



Logical Fallacies: 

• bandwagon appeals, begging the question, either or argument, equivocation, hasty 
generalization, slippery slope 

• Bandwagon appeals: try to get everyone on board. Writers who use this approach try 
to convince readers that everyone else believes something 

• Begging the question (Circular Logic): when the writer presents an arguable point as 
a face that supports the argument. This error leads to an argument that goes around 
and around, with evidence making the same claim as the proposition. Because it is 
much easier to make a claim than to support it, many writers fall into this trap. 

o Ex: Justin is popular because he has a lot of friends. He has a lot of friends 
because people like him. People like them because he is popular. 

• Either or Argument: reduce complex issues to black and white choices. 

• Ex: Give me liberty or give me death! 

• Equivocation: happens when the writer makes use of a word's multiple meanings and 
changes the meanings in the middle of the argument without really telling the audience 
about the shift. 

• Ex: When representing himself in court, a defendant said "I have told the truth, and 
I have always heard the truth would set me free" In this case, the arguer switches 
the meaning of truth. In the first instance, he refers to truth as an accurate 
representation of the events; in the second, he paraphrases a Biblical passage that 
refers to truth as a religious absolute. While the argument may be catchy and 
memorable, the double references fail to support his claim. 

• Hasty Generalization: base an argument on insufficient evidence. Writers may draw 
conclusions too quickly, not considering the whole issue 

• Ex: Concluding that Justin is a stereotypical jerk just because he is super popular... 
he's not all that bad ;) 

• Slippery Slopes: suggest that one step will inedibly lead to more, eventually negative 
steps. While sometimes the results may be negative, the slippery slope argues that the 
descent is inevitable and unalterable. Stirring up emotions against the downward 
slipping, this fallacy can be avoided by providing solid evidence of the eventuality rather 
than speculation. 

• Ex: If we force public elementary school pupils to wear uniforms, eventually we will 
require middle school students to wear uniforms. If we require middle school 
students to wear uniforms, high school requirements aren't far off. Eventually even 
college students who attend state-funded, public universities will be forced to wear 
uniforms 



MLK's "Letter from a Birmingham Jail". You will have to answer specific questions 
about things we identified in class. You will also have to answer AP style questions 
about a portion of the letter. The passage will be provided. It would be beneficial to 
know the following terms/concepts: 

o Antithesis, rhetorical question, metaphor, anaphora, personification, 
oxymoron, paradox, apostrophe, hyperbole, ethos, logos, pathos, diction, 
allusion, periodic sentence, parallel structure, juxtaposition, isocolon, climax, 

o Complex sentences, Compound -complex sentence, 

o Organizational patterns: definition, cause and effect, compare/contrast 

o Words from the text: 

■ Zeitgeist: the spirit or essence of a particular time 

■ sanctimonious: sounds like a hypocrite when he preaches to a friend 
about the evils of drugs, while he drinks one beer after another. 

■ cognizant: aware of or informed about something 

The test will also have a passage with which you will read and answer questions 
relating to these topics. 



Historical Documents: Know- 

o Purpose of all three documents 

o Identification of various rhetorical examples: 

■ chiasmus ("the criss-cross" reversal of grammatical structures in 
successive phrases or clauses - 'By day, the frolic, and the dance by 
night'" 

■ rhetorical question, asyndeton, polysyndeton 

o Be familiar with the use of imagery and metaphor in Sinners in the Hands of an 
Angry God. 

o Discussion of Ethos /Pathos /Logos 

o Use of Logical Fallacies in the Patrick Henry Speech 

o Different pronouns and the subject of the Declaration of Independence 



